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EXECUTIVE 

LEGISLATIVE JUDICIARY 

- known as Congress 

- controls all the money: 

  taxes, sets the budget 

- makes all laws 

- can declare war 

- originates impeachment 

- ratifies treaties 

House of Representatives: 
each state recieves 
representation in proportion to its 
population, 435 members 

Senate:each state recieves two 
representatives, 100 members 

- commander of armed            

forces 

- executes the laws 

- executes the spending 

- creates treaties 

 

President 

appoints 

Vice President 

Secretaries of State Supreme Court:  
9 judges appointed for a lifetime 

may veto laws 

may override veto by a 2/3 majority 

may declare laws
unconstitutional

appoints judges 

The U.S. Constitution, adopted in 1787, establishes the federal Government of the United States and confirms its existence. It 
provides the framework for the organization, work and relationship between the branches and the people. The separation of 

powers, in the US known as the system of checks and balances, prevents the abuse of power: 

50 States 
Due to U.S. federalism the states have several 
rights:  
 - property law  - labor laws     - family law 
 - moral laws    - electoral law  - corperations law 

The U.S. Government 
Factsheet 
 
44th Head of State: Barack Hussein Obama  

Capital: Washington D.C. 

 

Citizens of voting age (18+):  
the firstTen Amendments added to the Constitution protect a citizen`s 
rights and its freedom such as the freedom of speech.  
They are known as the Bill of Rights. 

 

Vote 1/3 of the Senate  

every six years 
vote Representatives  

every two years 

Electoral College 

vote  

electoral delegates 

vote  

president 

There are two major political parties in the US. It is difficult to define their ideologies in general, but there are some 
aspects to consider: 
Find out about some aspects: 
The Democratic Party advocates a social democratic agenda such as a universal health care system, affirmative 
action, a free-enterprise system tempered by government intervention. It supports progressive taxation and opposes 

social injustice. Ecofriendly policies are important to many. 

The Republican Party favors laissez-faire economics, personal responsibility and therefore opposes welfare 
programs.They advocate a strong national defense and many oppose affirmative action. The conservative wing is 

sceptical about on the impact of human activity on climate change. 


